
Rural Strategy & 

Food Enterprise Zones

Jon Burgess, 

Greater Lincolnshire LEP



What are Local Enterprise Partnerships?

Private sector led partnerships between local authorities and businesses 

Increasing powers by Government 

Considered to be well positioned to identify and address economic opportunities & 
challenges 

Expected to identify priorities for local investment in roads, buildings and facilities in the 
area

But are expected to deliver growth and prosperity by:
• setting a clear, long term economic strategy, 
• coordinating delivery partnerships, and 
• administering new Central Government funding arrangements 



Strategic Economic Plans

Image to go here

Ambitious, multi year economic plan and statement to develop the local economy 

http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk

• Recognised by Central Government

• Expected to provide high level detail on the 
overall programme of investment required in 
an area to deliver growth

• GL LEP Strategy informed by a range of more 
detailed sector plans

• First submitted March 2014

• Available to download via LEP website

http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk/


1. To drive the growth of the area’s three defining and strongest sectors that offer the most 
competitive advantage – AGRI FOOD, MANUFACTURING, VISITOR ECONOMY

2. To grow specific opportunities identified as future defining - HEALTH AND CARE, LOW 
CARBON, PORTS AND LOGISITICS

3. To drive this growth by putting expansion into new markets, modern 
telecommunications, infrastructure improvements and the skills of individuals and 
business owners

4. To promote Greater Lincolnshire as a place for sustainable growth through improved 
transport infrastructure, enabling wider enjoyment of our world-class heritage sites, 
culture and strong communities

5. To recognise the need for new housing for the existing local population and those moving 
to the area, and to support balanced housing and economic development through 
promoting the area’s capacity to deliver high-quality growth.

Drivers for Success



Balancing the Growth Agenda
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• Central Government grants for local authorities being phased out over current 
parliament 

• Growth in Business  Rates  (NNDR) income to 
become increasingly important source of 
income to retain local service provision

• Increasing policy emphasis on skills and 
innovation to increase business productivity

• But we recognise the need to protect and 
maintain  our natural environment to deliver 
strategic economic objectives



Funding Opportunities

Single Local Growth Fund/Growth Deals

• A further £5bn of spending available to 2020/21 through nationally competitive bidding 
process

European Union Structural Investment Funds

• GLLEP has been allocated £114.9m to 2020 for skills and employment projects - subject 
to exchange rate (€) and match funding

Growing Places Fund 

• £9million revolving infrastructure loan fund (£4.3million available)

Midlands Engine and Midlands Connect

Local Devolution Deals (economic growth, transport, skills, housing, water, health)

Other national programmes – Coastal Communities Fund, Homes & Communities  Agency



Success to date
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• Government are impressed by the SEP and have already backed it with significant 
funding contributions 

TOTAL NEW 
INVESTMENT

£430m

9,250
JOBS CREATED OR 

SAFEGUARDED

6,500
NEW HOMES 

BUILT

900,000m2

NEW COMMERCIAL 
FLOORSPACE

4,500
NEW LEARNERS SUPPORTED

• Good progress has been made on 
progressing  the delivery of many of the 
main projects originally identified to meet 
strategic priorities 

• Greater Lincolnshire’s allocation of 
funding under 2015/16 Growth Deal from 
Government was the 6th highest in 
England in terms of per capita and per 
registered business distribution

• Future bids for Government funding must 
be transformational and quickly 
deliverable



Map of Projects
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Lincolnshire Lakes Blue and Green Infrastructure

Scunthorpe Town Centre
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• Nationally, food and farming, food and farming industry is worth over £100 billion a 
year and employing 1 in 8 people.  At the heart of UK’s long-term economic plan 

• The Greater Lincolnshire food chain is estimated to generate a GVA of over £2.5bn and 
employs 56,000 people

• If food retail and catering are included the figures 

rise to £3.4bn of GVA and over 100,000 jobs. 

• But key local challenges around:

- transport connectivity to key markets,;

- water supply;

- under investment in research and technology; and 

- relatively low levels of export activity.

AGRI-FOOD

The Greater Lincolnshire agri-food sector will double its 

contribution to the economy by 2030 through an 

ambitious programme of investment in productive 

capacity, skills and knowledge to drive an increase in 

high value added sales to UK and export markets



Food Enterprise Zones

• Launched by DEFRA in July 2015

• 17 zones approved nationally,  three  in Greater Lincolnshire

• Awarded a share of £830,000 funding to help fast-track the expansion of 
food and farming businesses

• Based around Local Development Orders, they will make the planning 
process simpler and easier for food and farming businesses that want to 
expand.

• Intended to allow more local decision making on planning and 
development issues involving food and farming businesses.



Europarc: Phase 4

• The Humber seafood cluster represents more than 70% of the UK seafood 
processing industry with an annual turnover of £2.5 Billion with the bulk of the 
cluster located in North East Lincolnshire (NEL).

• Part of established business park, adjacent to the A180 and 3km to the north west 
of Grimsby Town Centre. 

• It is expected that the net developable area of the FEZ will be 69.5 hectares 

• Capable of providing up to 300,000 SQM of additional employment space for food 
manufacturers and the wider support companies, including engineering (food 
fabrication & refrigeration), cold storage and logistics, packaging .

• The site is well connected to the strategic transport network, accessing a possible 
market place of 40 million customers within a four hour drive. 



Central Lincolnshire Food Enterprise Zone

• 70 hectares across two sites within A15 growth corridor

• Will capitalise on the continued growth Lincolnshire Agricultural 
Showground site (including new land based campus at Bishop Burton 
College) 

• Additional land and buildings available at Hemswell Cliff Business Park, 

• LDO will accelerate delivery of new training and education facilities, with a 
focus on applied research and technology transfer, as well as incubation 
space for food and farming business 

• Further complemented by student accommodation, hotel and additional 
exhibition space.



Holbeach

• South Lincolnshire is the centre of the UK’ Fresh Produce sector with the 
sub region producing a third of the UK’s fresh produce;

• The adjacent town, Spalding, dispatches over 1,000 truckloads of food per 
day to the UK and international markets;

• A 15-20ha development zone will benefit from dedicated road 
improvements linking the site to the A17 and A16 road network;

• The site is at the heart of the South Lincolnshire food and fresh produce 
cluster which also has strong links to the adjacent sub regional food 
cluster in West Norfolk and the Cambridgeshire Fens;

• Strong Higher Education links with new Agri Food Centre of Excellence and 
established National Centre for Food Manufacturing (NCFM) 

• This FEZ will accommodate both food companies as well as strong 
technology cluster which will service the food chain in the wider sub 
region



Food Enterprise Zones: Summary

• Key strand of strategy to grow local agri-food sector

• Emphasis on accelerating delivery of new facilities to grow food 
companies and their supply chain

• Zones will become focus for new investment in infrastructure, skills and 
business support

• Estimated to generate 4750 additional new jobs within the sector by 2030



GL LEP Director: Ruth.Carver@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Office Management: Kate.Storey@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Growth Deal: Halina.Davies@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Skills: Clare.Hughes@lincolnshire.gov.uk

European Funding: Susannah.Lewis@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Housing Policy: Cathy.Jones@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Infrastructure: jon.burgess@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Office Administration: Sue.Groves@lincolnshire.gov.uk

Media and Public relations: jez@shootingstar-pr.co.uk

Website: http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk

Main Tel: 01522 550540 
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